tion. Along the way there are good chapters on fluid resuscitation, burn wound management, pathophysiology, and aspects of multi-organ failure. A slant towards surgical management (early and late) and rehabilitation means these chapters are the largest and most comprehensive.
There is a chapter on anaesthesia for burned patients, another on treatment of inhalation injury and one on respiratory care. Nowhere though could I find the key words "intensive care" or "intensivists" (even in the index)! No doubt this reflects an American perspective on how (and by whom) burns should be managed, and that is unfortunate because this separates the text from practice we recognise in Australia and New Zealand. Perhaps in future editions there should be a short chapter comparing burns outcomes from American centres with those achievable in a region with well established multidisciplinary intensive care! The book is expensive at $439.23, and too specialized for an individual intensivist's library. However, for those centres that receive considerable numbers of patients with major burns, this is an excellent reference text which I recommend for the hospital or departmental library. There is much to learn in here for intensivists wishing to extend their knowledge of "Total Burn Care". D. J. COOPER Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, Victoria This is the fifth in a series of books by Dr Waldman and, once again, is a reader-friendly look at the differential diagnosis of chronic pain syndromes.
Atlas of Common
The contents are divided into different anatomical areas, which allows the reader to take a detailed pain history from the patient, and then go to the appropriate section to confirm the possible causes for example, "Section 1-Headache Pain Syndromes", in which the differential diagnosis between migraine headaches, tension type headaches, cluster headaches, occipital neuralgia and analgesia rebound headaches is described. Using simple diagrams and descriptors it is possible to clarify which is the most likely cause.
Each anatomical area is represented, with separate chapters describing the classical history and distribution of the pain, what to expect on examination, and what testing is required to confirm the diagnosis. It then lists possible treatments and pitfalls the practitioner may encounter, and a final section, "clinical pearls".
It is a quick reference source of pain syndromes that will aid the pain physician to confirm their diagnosis, and ascertain the possible differential diagnosis. It is well set out with clear pictures and diagrams, is easy to read and draws together information from a number of different sources into one text.
It is clearly and simply presented. I believe it would be a useful text for the practising pain physician and would be a welcome addition to libraries in Pain Clinics.
P Tollison's Practical Pain Management has now reached its third edition with substantial revision and some expansion. The earlier editions of this book were notable for the space devoted to myofascial pain and its treatment with trigger-point injections and "spray and stretch" techniques. These chapters have been dramatically culled and gone are the now famous early 80s trigger-point and referred pain pictures. Gone also is the Foreword by Janet Travellthe grand dame of trigger-point injections. Does this mean they are now out of fashion in the U.S.?
The author's Preface to this edition explains that they "expect the reader to find a particularly strong applied clinical practice orientation", however in some chapters this has come across as more of an anecdotal, folksy or "how I do it" chapter than one with its foundations in evidence-based medicine.
There are, however, several good chapters and I particularly enjoyed "Rehabilitation Therapies in Pain", which includes an excellent discussion on functional assessment. Likewise the chapter by David Fishbain on Somatizing Disorders provides a practical overview of this complicated and important area.
There is a lack of conformity through the chapters with the use of approved names and trade names, which might grate with the non-North American reader. The chapter on Taxonomy is somewhat dis-
